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Clare M. Lopez  is an American former Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) officer who is currently 
serving as Vice President for Research and Analysis at the Center for Security Policy. 

Lopez received a Bachelor of Arts in communications and French from Notre Dame College, and 
a Master of Arts in international relations from the Maxwell School of Syracuse University, before 
completing Marine Corps Officer Candidates School. She then declined a military commission to 
instead join the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) as a career operations officer, and has gained 
deep experience in the Middle East.

During her service she acquired "extensive expertise in counter-intelligence, counternarcotics, and 
counterproliferation issues with a career regional focus on the former Soviet Union, Central and 
Eastern Europe and the Balkans," and "has served in or visited over two dozen nations worldwide, 
[and] speaks several languages, including Spanish, Bulgarian, French, German, and Russian." 
Lopez worked for the CIA for two decades before later joining Frank Gaffney's Center for Security 
Policy (CSP), where she became Vice President for Research and Analysis from 2014 to 2020.


